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any rate not equally profitable. So that by traffic
and commerce in those things in which some coun-
tries abound, while others are wanting in them, in-
tercourse to their mutual profit may be kept up
between nations however distant."

He saw that as both parties to an act of barter
must obtain something more useful to them than
that with which they part, so no trade can be carried
on between two countries which is not more or less
to the advantage of both. He believed that nature
had meant France to be a pastoral and agricultural
country ; that this was the most profitable employ-
ment of her labour and capital; and he objected to
the attempt to foster arts and manufactures arti-
ficially, both because it might divert the productive
energies of the country to less profitable uses, and
because he believed that the sedentary and indoors
life of large classes would be physically injurious to
the nation.

Such considerations led Sully to regard with little
favour his master's desire to encourage the introduc-
tion of new manufactures and to naturalise the pro-
duction of strange commodities. Henry, on the
other hand, believed that the ever increasing numbcr
of the unemployed in the large towns was a constant
danger to public peace. In one single quarter of Paris
there were, in 1596, 7,769 paupers. He was con-
vinced "that the development of manufactures and
industries offered the best security against civil broils
and disorders." The protectionist may perhaps find
some comfort in the success of that part of the King's
commercial policy which offended the precocious
economic orthodoxy of his minister*